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REMINDER 

Annual General Meeting 2:00 PM SATURDAY JUNE 29, 2019   

ST. PATRICK’S HALL, 6641 Cabot Trail NE MARGAREE  (Refreshments served) 

 

Editorial 
By 

P.J.Wall 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Success is not final; failure 

is not fatal—it is the courage 

to continue that counts.”   

That quote by Winston Churchill, is 

ingrained in the will of all who toil to 

save Atlantic Salmon.  Countless 

volunteers busting their butts, fixing 

habitat, liming the landscape, 

catching kelts, clipping fins, writing 

proposals and then, waiting, 

watching and listening for results.   

Sometimes results are good, other 

times not, but all a signal to keep 

going.  It’s been thus for a long time 

and will continue, because matters 

are more complex now. 

There is the science and the 

experience of those long-in-the-tooth 

telling us how it once was and why it 

will never be the same again.    

There’s what we know: the after-

effects of commercial 

overharvesting, aquaculture, 

acidification of the landscape, 

predation, poor habitat caused by 

runoff from mining, roadwork and 

forestry.   

Then, a big one, there’s what we 

don’t know—what’s happening in the 

ocean?   

And now, for the past few years, we 

are inundated with information about 
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the damaging effects hatcheries 

have had on the species.  Who 

knew?  Why did it take so long to 

reach those conclusions and are 

they well founded?   

Apart from the hatchery issue, it 

reminds me of the slippery slope the 

codfish were on until the institution of 

a complete moratorium.  And, 

recently, information about capelin, 

herring and mackerel declines.  

Whoa.  Isn’t the latter food for the 

former, including Atlantic Salmon?  

It’s a vicious circle and it seems to 

me that those whose mandate it is to 

protect them must make hard 

decisions.  It is, however, have to 

have confidence when you look at 

their history.  That said, if we hope to 

have the Atlantic salmon around for 

our grandchildren, organizations like 

WSU must keep doing what we can 

in the hope that better heads prevail 

and the right decisions are made. 

In that vein, we are continuing to 

work with the Inverness South 

Anglers’ Association on a long-term 

project on the Southwest Mabou 

River. Plus, this year, we’re funding 

an assessment of the Beaver brook 

situation on the Middle River.  Once 

we get the results, perhaps we can 

work with UINR on a joint project to 

address any issues found in the 

assessment.   

And, as all of us on the WSU board 

know, there’s the “Report 

Commissioned for WSU on the 

Efficacy of and Perspectives 

Surrounding Atlantic Salmon 

Enhancement” to be digested; 

interesting stuff in there, especially 

about hatcheries.  If you haven’t 

done so already—it’s a must read. 

In closing, I want to thank our 

donors, members, volunteers and 

our Board of Directors for their 

support in 2019.  See you at the 

AGM on June 29, 2019 at 2PM in St. 

Patrick’s Hall, NE Margaree. 

So long! 

Pat 

By Joel Robinson 
 

Since our inception and our early attempts to promote a project on the eastern 

shore of Cape Breton or the Nova Scotia mainland, Wild Salmon Unlimited has 

confronted a roadblock against stocking from the Canada Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans.  This has been a disappointment since, for the last 

century, hatcheries have been considered an essential part of ensuring large 

numbers of salmon return to our Maritime rivers.  Are they right?  Well, they 

make some pretty powerful arguments about the cost effectiveness of hatcheries, 
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survival rates, domestication and gene modification as a threat to survivability 

and returning wild stocks.  In the last decade there has been a paradigm shift 

from enhancement to preservation based on the declining numbers of wild fish.  

The new thinking is that habitat is the key factor and if the habitat is improved, so 

will the numbers of salmon with the only problem being nobody seems to know 

what happens to salmon once they have migrated to sea, which has presented a 

new focus on wild salmon decline.  Then there’s aquaculture and the many 

threats the industry imposes.  There’s the fishery in Greenland, oh and let us not 

forget the sudden decline of the Inner Bay of Fundy salmon along with the near 

extirpated stocks of the southern uplands and Bay of Fundy rivers. 

Many of us can remember when salmon were plentiful, the fishing was great and 

there were many hatcheries pumping hundreds of thousands of juveniles into our 

rivers and oceans.  Today we are faced with the dilemma that the hatcheries 

have been decommissioned and many of our rivers have returning salmon in 

such small numbers that one has to ask, what’s next?  It is this simple line of 

thinking that founded our Society and the same frustration that launched us into 

funding a study last summer through the Marine Affairs Program offered by 

Dalhousie University to study the efficacy of hatcheries and the benefits or 

drawbacks of stocking salmon raised in hatcheries.  The project was assigned to 

a graduate student in the program, who spent the greater part of last summer 

doing a literature search and conducting interviews with conservation groups, 

scientists, biologists and other related individuals regarding their views about the 

effectiveness of fish hatcheries to replenish wild salmon numbers.  The paper 

titled “Report Commissioned by the Society for the Enhancement of Wild Salmon 

Stocks on the Efficacy of and perspectives surrounding Atlantic salmon (Salmo 

salar) Stock Enhancement” dated December 2018, studies the history of 

hatcheries, the science and economics of raising salmon in hatcheries, the 

beneficiaries of stocking in comparison to preservation of the species, and views 

by various stakeholders about hatcheries and stocking in general. 

As is often the case with conflicting or controversial subject matter, you don’t 

always hear the results you hope for.  In our case, the consensus of the literature 

review is that hatcheries in general are neither an effective nor efficient manner 

to bolster wild salmon populations.  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

has shifted their policy to reflect a precautionary approach aimed at preserving 

wild Atlantic salmon in lieu of enhancing numbers to support recreational angling.  

This shift has made efforts to stock rivers of eastern Nova Scotia, the Scotia 

Fundy region, very difficult.  In the Gulf region, we are much more fortunate to 

have returns of wild salmon that meet conservation levels on many rivers and 

have been able to enhance the population of those rivers to maintain a 

recreational fishery.  We are also fortunate to have the Margaree Fish Hatchery 
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in Margaree, Nova Scotia, that raises Atlantic salmon for stocking.  Annual 

stocking is only allowed where the returning salmon are of sufficient numbers 

that introduced fish from hatcheries are not likely to have an adverse effect on 

the wild stocks.   

With regard to the role of hatcheries for the recovery of small or extirpated 

populations, the report is not all negative.  Perspectives presented by groups 

involved in Atlantic salmon recovery programs in the Inner Bay of Fundy and the 

Saint Mary’s River in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, along with the Down East 

Salmon Federation in Maine regard the role hatcheries are playing in restoring 

Atlantic salmon to their rivers as crucial.  The methodology being applied is 

adaptive to the specific river situation however, and differs from the traditional 

hatchery practices of the past.  The other factor that is common to all three 

methodologies is they use gene-banking facilities to produce juvenile or mature 

salmon for stocking or breeding purposes.  The Inner Bay of Fundy recovery 

program focuses on raising wild smolts to maturity in sea pens, whereas the 

Saint Mary’s project uses reconditioned kelts similar to the methodology WSU 

proposed for the Grand River.  Both methods are aimed at taking the part of a 

salmon’s life cycle at sea out of the picture.  The Down East Salmon Federation, 

however, focuses on raising Parr in hatchery facilities but uses water from the 

salmon’s natal river to minimize domestication, while controlling their size, fitness 

and release timing to give their Parr and smolts the greatest chance for survival.  

This methodology is closest to WSU’s proposed methodology to produce fit 

smolts at the Margaree Hatchery, which uses the water of Ingraham Brook, a 

spawning tributary of the Margaree, for its water source.  WSU’s proposed 

methodology was developed under the supervision of one of our own Directors, 

Leonard Forsyth, who managed the hatchery during the 1990’s.  Bottom line, 

though we were permitted to collect kelts to recondition on the Grand River, we 

were unable to collect any and, unfortunately, we have been unable to 

demonstrate the theory that fit smolts could reestablish a population of wild 

salmon in a river that is near extirpation. 

In the last decade, on the positive, a lot of research has been conducted on 

hatchery programs and preserving Atlantic salmon populations.  While many 

anglers feel that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans is not doing enough, 

(and whether or not we agree with their policies), they have set a course of action 

aimed at preserving our wild salmon stocks and seem to be receptive to new 

technology and methodology as demonstrated on the Saint Mary’s River and the 

Inner Bay of Fundy.  Our hopes remain that a new policy will prevail if the 

methodologies being explored are successful, which early indications imply they 

may.  It is then that the efficiency and cost of providing a return of wild salmon 

may become manageable.   
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The largest obstacle I personally see facing us in the future is the lack of facilities 

to rear wild progeny, as each population of salmon is stream specific and must 

be isolated from the progeny of other streams.  The Cold Spring Gene Banking 

Facility run by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans is at capacity and the 

Margaree Hatchery has only limited room to raise the progeny of salmon 

spawned from the Margaree River, Baddeck River, Middle River, Mabou River 

and the Graham’s River fish. 

In closing, I speak for our Board in stating we remain committed to our long term 

goal of increasing the numbers of wild Atlantic salmon in our rivers as a resource 

for generations to enjoy.  We will accomplish this by whatever means we can get 

approvals and funding for.  Until the doors open to a shift in policy on stocking 

rivers along the eastern shore, we will continue to promote projects that flow into 

the Gulf Region, as the wild salmon are more plentiful and stocking at least for 

now, is allowed.  We also will continue to support programs that fall into the 

adaptive management area in whatever way we can with hopes for their success.  

After reading the Report on our website, you can formulate your own opinions.  

We would certainly like to hear your views. 

~~0~~ 

MEMBERSHIPS  

Reminder: 

If you are not a life member of the Society, membership dues of $30.00 for 

2019 are due. 

Cheques may be written to Wild Salmon Unlimited and mailed to 9378 

Cabot Trail, Margaree, Nova Scotia B0E 1Y0. 

If paying by credit card, please visit our website, (See below) Go to join, and 

then follow the prompts. 

If you will be attending the AGM, cash or cheque at the door can pay 

memberships. 

We hope you will continue to support our efforts to help 

restore a sustainable population of wild Atlantic 

salmon. 

----------0---------- 

Beaver Brook In November 2018, WSU identified a 

major obstruction on Beaver Brook, a 

major tributary of Middle River. Salmon 
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have been seen spawning in this brook 

and considerable braiding of the 

channel has impeded if not obstructed 

the salmons’ ability to reach the upper 

reaches of this brook to spawn.  

UINR had constructed a fish passage 

way further upstream and this looked to 

be unreachable because of the braiding. 

Chuck Thompson, board member of 

WSU, Jim Morrow of Middle River 

Watershed Development Association 

and Keith Christmas of UINR did a foot 

survey of the problem. Subsequently a 

report was prepared and personnel 

from Adopt-A-Stream surveyed the 

area. 

WSU recognizes the value of Beaver 

Brook and has asked Charlie McGinnis, 

noted habitat expert, to survey the site 

with the intent of developing an action 

plan. WSU has invited UINR to share 

cost the restoration project but to date 

have not received a reply. It is hoped a 

plan of action will be undertaken in the 

summer of 2019.  

Middle River continues to have a 

healthy run of adult Atlantic salmon and 

Beaver brook is critical to the continued 

success of this run. 

Submitted by Chuck Thompson, 

WSU. 
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The Society for the Enhancement of Wild Salmon Stocks - WSU 

Business No. 81371 3971 RR0001 NS Registry Joint Stock Corp. No. 3280669 

     Beginning Balances 

   

 

Checking Acct.  East Coast CU  $10,993.68  

 

 

Project Fund Eastcoast CU  $99,300.00  

 

 

Smolt Fund Eastcoast CU  $937.50  

 Total 

  

 $111,231.18   $111,231.18  

Income / Additions 

   

 

Contributions general fund 2  $15,000.00  

 

 

Project Donations1  $26,500.00  

 

 

Smolt fund Contribution   $22.50  

 

 

Membership 

 

 $300.00  

 

 

Rod Raffle 

 

 $443.00  

 

 

Interest 

 

 $913.95  

 

 

Richmond Wildlife payback  $40,000.00  

 

 

misc. 

 

 $0.07  

 Sub-Total 

  

 $83,179.52   $194,410.70  

Expenses / Reductions 

  

 

Bank Fees 

 

 $1.17  

 

 

Annual Registration Joint Stocks  $31.15  

 

 

Meeting Expenses  $632.85  

 

 

AGM expenses  $288.59  

 

 

Website  

 

 $120.00  

 

 

RWA Grand R. Expenses
 3

  $7,117.92  

 

 

Rod Raffle expenses  $542.30  
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Donation to NPO/Charities  $800.00  

 

 

Project Expenditures ISAA/Graham's 

R.4  $51,000.00  

 

 

Special Project - Hatchery efficacy5  $9,358.07  

 

 

Travel 

 

 $316.59  

 

 

Office expenses  $159.14  

 sub-total 

  

 $70,367.78  

  Year End Balance 

   

 $124,042.92  

Summary of Accounts 

   

 

Smolt Fund 

 

 $960.00  

 

 

Project Fund Acct  $107,182.08  

 

 

General Acct 

 

 $15,900.84  

 Total 

  

 $124,042.92  

 Notes 

         1)  Project contribution for Graham's R. project = $25,000.00 from anonymous donor, $1,000.00 

      from RBC Bank for Learn to Fish event, and $500.00 from Municipality Victoria County for  Middle R. 

     2)  Contribution to general fund from Bank of Nova Scotia 

       3)  Return of advance from Richmond County Wildlife Association of $40,000.00 minus project expenses  

     of $7,177.92 for conducting biological assessment. 

      4)  Project contribution ($50,000.00) to Inverness South Anglers Assoc. for completion Graham's R. project. 

     5)  Expenses:  Study of efficacy of hatcheries special project. 

  

      


